Hepatic coma after open heart surgery.
Fulminant hepatic failure has been reported in patients with chronic congestive heart failure. Two patients in whom jaundice and coma followed cardiac surgery were studied to find the possible etiology. Clinical, biochemical, and histologic evaluations revealed low cardiac output; elevated levels of bilirubin, lactic dehydrogenase, serum glutamic oxaloacetic transaminase, and alkaline phosphatase; prolonged prothrombin time; and centrizonal necrosis of hepatocytes with sinusoidal dilatation. No other possible causes of hapatic dysfunction and coma were identified. We conclude that acute postoperative congestive heart failure may cause fulminant hepatic failure and metabolic encephalopathy.